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however, had to be spread over a huge area,
seven hundred miles from north to south, and
nearly as much from east to west. The rail-
ways covered over two thousand miles and of
these about half lay in the dangerous area;
every bridge and station must have its guard,
and the larger towns with supply depots must
have strong garrisons. Moreover, Sir Alfred
Milner was constantly insisting that Cape
Colony might be a source of danger.
Kitchener had from the first seen the neces-
sity for increasing the mobility of the British
troops. In spite of the improvements that had
been made, experience showed that we were
still a long way behind the Boers, indeed that
we could never catch them up. It began to
dawn upon Headquarters that, if there was no
possibility of screwing our mobility any higher,
steps might be taken to screw the Boers' mo-
bility down to ours. This could be done, first
by stripping the country of supplies, and
secondly oy dividing up the country by means
of blockhouse lines into smaller sections; if
once a commando could be effectively penned
into a section its fate would be sealed.
The first method had been started by
Roberts soon after reaching Pretoria, and on
paper it seemed likely to give good results.
Herds of sheep and cattle were collected,
farms were burnt, supplies of every kind were
removed or destroyed. Then the trouble
began. Women and children were living on
those farms and could not be left to starve.
Concentration camps were established, and by